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Barthou were murdered by an assassin in Marseilles.
And on June 30th, 1934, the Rohm conspiracy was ruth-
lessly suppressed in Germany.

Ernst Rohm, Chief of Staff of the Nazi Storm-Troops,
was an adventurer of homosexual tendencies, who had a
gift for organization, and had become leader of the S.A.
(the Sturm Abteilungen, Hitler's famous Brown Shirts),
which had been raised originally to keep order at Nazi
meetings, and had by now become an army of 2,000,000
men. Besides the S.A. there were two other armed and
organized bodies in Germany, the S.S. (the Schutzstaffel,
or Black Shirts, who were a select corps of Nazis, 300,000
strong, charged with the task of upholding the discipline
of the movement), and the Reichswehr, the regular army,
of 100,000 men? under the command of veteran officers.
The S.S. were led by Heinrich Himmler, who distrusted
Rohm, and disapproved of his manners, morals, and
methods.

Rohm, an able and ambitious man, wanted his S.A. to
be merged into the German Army, and its leaders to be
given military rank. To this the Reichswehr very natur-
ally objected: the Generals who commanded it did not
want a splendidly trained body of men, each one of whom
was fit to be an officer, to become a plaything for poli-
ticians. Himmler agreed with the Reichswehr, and told
Hitler that a plot was being prepared by Rohm to over-
throw the regime. The Reichswehr Intelligence service
confirmed this information.

Rohm was called to Berlin by Hitler in the spring of
1934, and the Chancellor argued with him for more than
five hours, not only about the S.A., but about his private
life. Rohm returned to Munich in a sulky frame of
mind.

How dangerous was he? Did he really intend to have
Hitler killed? If so, the orgy at which he was afterwards